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comfort under the shelter of the royal tents. Urge for food is
common to all and the acquisition of it differs from individual to
individual. By virtue of their birth and social status food is at their
command for some, and by virtue of their righteousness and luck,
some acquire it by divine grace and for some it is to be earned
by self-effort. In all these cases one's own effort for securing food
need not necessarily cause harm to other living beings and in any
case, gluttony is not the purpose of human existence.

All these aspects are dealt upon in this Kdvya. For royal princes
food is not a problem at all and hence after a sumptuous meal
and comfortable rest, envy in Duryodhana crops up and he binds
Bhima, and throws him into deep waters. Thus the availability of
food comfort and royal respectability do not provide satisfaction
to the beast in Duryodhana. His evil mind starts moving like a ball
and in its course it drags all and sundry. Here Agastya brings in
a simile. He compares Bhima to *Mandara' mountain that helped
the churning of the ocean.22 This simile suggests the mythological
churning of the milky ocean by Gods and Demons. Tradition
treats that churning as symbolical of the elements of material
world, out of which many evils and a few pleasures emerge before
the final outcome of Nectar. Thus when Bhima survives all the
murderous attacks and finally emerges as a strong man thousand
fold, unprovoked jealousy and malice in Duryodhana give him
negative dividends and the righteousness of Bhima brings forth to
him the nectar like divine juice that gives him the strength of a
thousand elephants. Here acquisition of food by man that gives
tremendous strength through divine grace is symbolically referred
to. Such an acquisition helps the divine personalities to perform
righteous exploits in maintaining the social well-being of the people
around. Bhuna's life illustrates the same. He never uses his
marvellous strength to cause any harm to pious people. He utilises
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